
Note: This op-ed appeared in Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly on April 10, 2020  https://masslawyersweekly.com/2020/04/09/a-district-attorney-for-all-of-us/ ࠀ�    l  o f  8 s " By R. Michael Cassidy, Professor and Dean’s Distinguished Scholar, Boston College Law School  Since being sworn into office in January, 2019, Suffolk County District Attorney Rachael Rollins has received pushback from police unions, other prosecutors, and several judges for her progressive, social justice agenda.  That agenda includes declining to prosecute fifteen low-level   Some of this pushback is misplaced.  In a Boston Globe editorial published on May 28, 2019, Cape and Islands District Attorney Michael O’Keefe argued that certain newly elected District Attorneys–backed by the ACLU and the “left wing” George Soros foundation–are behaving more like social workers than real crime fighters.  In this day and age, to suggest facilely that “social justice” issues are not appropriate for a district attorney to consider returns us to the �Rollins is capable of dissecting the complex motives of voters.  Even more troubling, it implies that she only listens to those Suffolk County residents who voted for her, rather than all members of the community.  That is the equivalent of Donald Trump acting as if he is the President of only thirty states.  Rollins’ constituents include not only the everyday citizens, community 
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