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Boston College Law School
Guidelines for Independent Study

Project Proposal: The independent study option is designed to accommodate projects that are initiated
and will be completed independently by students who have significant research interests that cannot be
met in the context of existing courses. Accordingly, students should have an interest that is reasonably
well defined before approaching a faculty member for supervision. The first step for the student is to
prepare a preliminary progQsa j it fo a poteglia j '

The student must produce 15 double-spaced pages (with customary font size and margins) of
independent writing per credit requested. Students who wish to use their independent study paper to
satisfy the Upper Level Writing requirement must register for at least two credits and write a paper of at
least 30 pages in length. In addition, to satisfy the Upper Level Writing requirement the independent
study must be taken for a grade (not pass/fail).

If the proposal is approved by the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, the faculty supervisor and student
will be notified. If the proposal is not approved the student will be notified and will have an opportunity to
revise the form as necessary, or propose an alternative project.

Assignments and Deadlines: A Canvas site will be created for the independent study project, which the
faculty member will customize so that the student can submit all components of the independent study
project via Canvas.

For a 2 or 3 credit independent study, the component assignments will typically include:






