


476 Political institutions and processes

vote-buying and ‘rake-offs’ be seen as an integral part of United States
urban politics at the turn of the century” (Scott 1972: viii). For Scott and
others, a more serious problem than corruption was the machines’ role
in reconciling immigrant workers to an unjust capitalist society: “The
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(1972: 152). It accomplished this by serving, in Morris Janowitz’s term,
as a “bridging institution” between immigrant neighborhoods (the pri-
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individual blacks. But by their very nature, such particularistic benefits
could not begin to solve the problems facing African-Americans as a
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demanded. As short-term conflict managers, not statesmen and definitely
"not prophetic leaders, machine politicians could neither conceive nor
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interest efforts want public results. He doesn’t put it this way, but his anal-
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Madlsoman system. Swift policy change no longer requires public con-
cern, much less outrage. Indeed, change may now be easily pursued
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not rewarded in proportion to the number of followers they mobilized,
they had no overriding incentive to mobilize large numbers of followers”
(Shefter 1985: 94—~5)
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but by identifying with a cause, people also identify with others who join
the same group” (Berry 1999a: 369-71). As the center of political gravity

has shifted to Washington, Berry now defends public interest organiza-
ratl e - vicoag rirvedr < Fdeeca—Sqmar f igauog shot ocald var ho

resolved without the involvement of Congress, the president, and the
federal courts” (1999a: 369-71, 1999b: 166-7).
Yet Berrv also acknowledges that this new regime is biased against
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he admits that public interest organizations “represent middle-class and
upper-middle-class citizens” and “empower only part of the population”
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degrees of fit, and in the context of American individualism and volun-
tarism, the racial and ethnic categories we rely on seem especially con-

cocted and ill-fitting.
Still more troubling is the point raised by Ralf Dahrendorf:

The risk of the corporatist perversion of the democratic class struggle is that
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time is how politics is able to reconcile the 1nev1table tensions between
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