
1 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE for Christopher P. Salas-Wright, Ph.D.          

 

Barry Family Professor in Social Work    140 Commonwealth Ave 

Boston College        Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 

School of Social Work      Christopher.Salas-Wright@bc.edu   

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

2012-2013  Postdoctoral Fellowship  

Brown University, Center for Alcohol and Addiction Studies  

   Brown University, Alcohol Research Center on HIV (Cross-Training) 

 

2009-2012  Ph.D. 

Boston College, School of Social Work  

Dissertation: “Spirituality, Religiosity, and Problem Behavior among High-Risk 

and Gang-Involved Youth in El Salvador”  

 

2007-2009  M.S.W. 

University of Washington, School of Social Work  

   Concentration: Health-Mental Health Practice 

 

2006-2009  M.A. (with Distinction) 

   Boston College, School of Theology and Ministry 

   Synthesis Project: "Integral Liberation and Addictions Recovery" 

 

1999-2002  B.A. (Valedictorian Finalist) 

Santa Clara University, College of Arts and Sciences  

Major: Philosophy 

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

 

2024-present Barry Family Professor in Social Work 

 School of Social Work, Boston College 

2021-present Assistant Dean of the Doctoral Program 

 School of Social Work, Boston College  

2020-2024 Professor 

 School of Social Work, Boston College 

2019-2020 Chair, Human Behavior Department 

School of Social Work, Boston University 

2019-2020 Associate Professor 

 School of Social Work, Boston University 

2019-2020 Faculty Affiliate 

 Center for Innovation in Social Work & Health, Boston University 

2016-2019 Assistant Professor  

 School of Social Work, Boston University 

mailto:Christopher.Salas-Wright@bc.edu
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2015-2016  Faculty Research Associate 

   Population Research Center, The University of Texas at Austin 

2013-2016  Faculty Affiliate 

Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies, UT Austin 

2013-2016  Assistant Professor 

School of Social Work, The University of Texas at Austin  

 

PROFESSIONAL AWARDS AND HONORS 

 

2025 Fellow, American Academy of Social Work and Social Welfare 

2025 Participant, Ignatian Leadership Development Program 

2024 Fellow, Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) Academic Leaders Network  

2023 Recipient of the National Award of Excellence in Research by a Senior Investigator from 

the National Hispanic Science Network 

2021-2025 Chartered Member of the Social Psychology, Personality, and Interpersonal Processes 

Study Section, NIH Center for Scientific Review 

2020 SSWR Fellow, Society for Social Work and Research 

2019 Recipient of the Deborah K. Padgett Early Career Achievement Award from the Society 

for Social Work and Research  

2019 Recipient of the Key Contributor Award from Raíces Venezolanas 

2014  Recipient of Best Paper Award from Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice 

2013  Recipient of the Clock Award from Services for Students with Disabilities, UT Austin 

2002  Recipient of the Richard J. Riordan Award for Community Service, Santa Clara University 

2002  Valedictorian Finalist, Santa Clara University 

 

GRANT AND FELLOWSHIP APPLICATIONS  

 

CURRENT RESEARCH SUPPORT  

 

INVESTIGATOR 

 

R01 MD015920  

Agency: NIH/NIMHD  

The Behavioral Health of Venezuelan Families in Diaspora 

Many Venezuelan crisis migrants are exposed to high levels of stress both before and after migrating. 

We aim to conduct a definitive study of the Venezuelan diaspora in the US with a comparison sample in 

Colombia. This study will provide knowledge vital to addressing the immediate and longer-term needs 

of Venezuelan crisis migrant families and inform responses to future crises. 6.59 Tm
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R01 MD014694-03S1 (via R01 MD014694)  

Agency: NIH/NIMHD 

Understanding the Needs of Post-Maria Puerto Rican Migrants in New Growth Communities 

Several years after Hurricane Maria, many Puerto Ricans permanently relocated to the United States. 

Many Maria survivors are relocating to new-growth communities for better job opportunities and 

affordable housing. The overall goal of this diversity supplement is to inform the development of 

evidence-based interventions to reduce mental health and alcohol misuse disparities among families 

resettling in the new-growth communities. 

Total direct costs: $250,000 (12/01/2021-11/30/2023, NCE to 4/30/2025) 

Role: Principal Investigator / Primary Mentor (Trainee: María F. Piñeros-Leaño) 

 

F31 MD017465 (PI: J.C. Hodges) 

Agency: NIH/NIMHD 

Social Relationships in Behavioral Health Treatment-Seeking in Post-Maria Puerto Rican Migrants 

This award's purpose is to enable promising predoctoral students with the potential to develop into 

productive, independent research scientists to obtain mentored research training while conducting 

dissertation research. This proposal investigates how relationships impact behavioral health treatment-

seeking among post-Maria Puerto Rican migrants. 

Project Period: 08/01/2022-07/31/2026 

Role: Sponsor 

 

PENDING RESEARCH SUPPORT 

 

INVESTIGATOR 

 

R01 MD014694 

Agency: NIH/NIMHD 

Adelante Boricua: The Long-Term Behavioral Health of Puerto Rican Climate Migrants 

The proposed project will continue and broaden the scope of the Adelante Boricua study (MD014694), 
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The proposed research aims to gather preliminary data on recently arrived Venezuelan adolescents and 

parents in the United States. In particular, we are interested in migration-related cultural stress and how 

this relates to drug/alcohol use and health risk behavior, well-being, and social context.    

Total Direct Costs: $30,000; Period: 10/1/2017-12/1/2017 and 06/01/2018-12/31/2018 

Role: Principal Investigator 

 

R25 DA030310 (PI: J. Anthony)    
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Institute for Advanced Study of the Americas Research Group Grants (PI: S. Schwartz) 

Agency: University of Miami 

Stress, Mental Health, and Service 

https://blogs.plos.org/biologue/2012/10/19/why-i-love-the-h-index/
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10. Perron, B.E., Córdova, D., Salas-Wright, C.P., & Vaughn, M.G. (2017). Validity: Conceptual 

and methodological issues in substance abuse research. In J.B. Van Geest, T.P., Johnson, & S. 

Alemagno (Eds.), Research Methods in the Study of Substance Abuse (pp. 235-249).  New 

York, NY: Springer USA. 

 

11. Córdova, D., Alers-

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-024-02796-x
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3. Hai, A. H., Oh, S., Curran, L., Li, S., Vaughn, M.G., & Salas-Wright, C. P. (in press). 

Sniffing, injecting, or smoking of h

https://doi.org/10.1080/1533256X.2024.2431802
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533256X.2024.2431802
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-024-02782-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-024-02782-3
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https://doi.org/10.1037/cdp0000623
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11. Cobb, C.L. Salas-Wright, C.P., Oh, S. Maldonado-Molina, M.M., Brown, E.C. Duque, M.*, 

Bates, M. Rodriguez, J., & Schwartz, S.J. (2025). Intrapersonal, cultural, and community 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0022022124128344
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2024.117615
https://doi.org/10.1037/ort0000730
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https://doi.org/10.1037/cdp0000701
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S.J. (2024). The impact of cultural stress on family functioning among Puerto Rican displaced 

families and the effect on mental health. Family Process, 63(2), 843-864. doi: 

10.1111/famp.12998 

 

29. Dell, N., Salas-Wright, C.P., Vaughn, M.G., Maldonado-Molina, M.M., Oh, S., Bates, M., & 

Schwartz, S.J. (2024). A machine learning approach using migration-related cultural stress to 

classify depression and post-traumatic stress disorder among hurricane survivors. Journal of 

Affective Disorders, 347, 77-84. doi: 10.1016/j.jad.2023.11.055 

 

30. Schwartz, S.J, Maldonado-Molina, M.M., Bates, M., Calderón, I., García, M.F., Montero-
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https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/ort0000669
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56. Hai, A.H., Oh, S., Lee, C.S., Kelly, J., Vaughn, M.G., & Salas-Wright, C.P. (2022). Mutual-

help group participation for substance use problems in the US: Correlates and trends from 

2002-2018. Addictive Behaviors, 128, 107232.  doi: 10.1016/j.addbeh.2021.107232 

 

57. Kim, Y., Oh, S., Fadel, P.J., Salas-Wright, C.P., & Vaughn, M.G. (2022). Trends of 

substance use among individuals with cardiovascular disease in the United States, 2015–2019.  

International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 19(1):577. doi: 

10.3390/ijerph19010577  

 

58. Dell, N., Prasad, S., Vaughn, M.G., Salas-Wright, C.P., Hang, A.H., & Quian, Z. (2022). 

Binge drinking in early adulthood: A machine learning approach. Addictive Behaviors, 124, 

107122. doi: 10.1016/j.addbeh.2021.107122 

 

59. Salas-Wright, C.P., Oh, S., Vaughn, M.G., Pérez-Gómez, A., Mejía-Trujillo, J., Montero-

Zamora, P.*, Andrade, P., Cohen, M.*, Scaramutti, C.*, Rodríguez, J., & Schwartz, S.J. 

(2021). A validation of the Perceived Negative Context of Reception scale with recently-

arrived Venezuelan immigrants in Colombia and the United States. Cultural Diversity and 

Ethnic Minority Psychology, 27(4), 649-658. doi: 10.1037/cdp0000455 

 

60. Salas-Wright, C.P., Hodges, J.C.*, Hai, A.H., Alsolami, A., & Vaughn, M.G. (2021). Toward 

a typology of hallucinogen users in the United States. Drug and Alcohol Dependence, 229 

(part B), 109139. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2021.109139 

 

61. Salas-Wright, C.P., Cano, M., Hodges, J.C.*, Oh, S., Hai, A.H., & Vaughn, M.G. (2021). 

Driving while under the influence of hallucinogens: Prevalence, correlates, and risk profiles. 

Drug and Alcohol Dependence, 228, 109055. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2021.109055 

 

62. Oh, S., Zapcic, I.*, Vaughn, M.G., & Salas-Wright, C.P., & Kim, Y. (2021). Housing 

instability and depression among US mothers following a nonmarital birth. Submitted to 

International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 18, 10322.  

 

63. Hai, A.H., Lee, C., John, R.*, Vaughn, M.G., Bo, A., Lai, P.H.L.*, & Salas-Wright, C.P. 

(2021). Debunking the myth of low behavioral risk among Asian Americans: The case of 

alcohol use. Drug and Alcohol Dependence, 228, 109059. doi: 

10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2021.109059 

 

64. Oh, S., Salas-Wright, C.P., Vaughn, M., & Wernekinck, U.K.* (2021). Trends in substance 

use and prevention education involvement among U.S. adolescents on public assistance: New 

evidence. Annals of Epidemiology, 64, 1-7.  

 

65. Salas-Wright, C.P.
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66. Salas-Wright, C.P.
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migration on children, adolescents, and families caused by disasters. New Directions for Child 

and Adolescent Development, 176, 41-59. doi: 10.1002/cad.20397 

 

75. Killion, B.*, Hai, A.H., Vaughn, M.G., Oh, S., Oh, S., Alsoami, A., & Salas-Wright, C.P. 

(2021). LSD use in the United States: Trends, correlates, and a typology of use. Drug and 
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84. Salas-Wright, C.P., Schwartz, S.J., Cohen, M.*, Maldonado-Molina, M.M., Vaughn, M.G., 
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94. Vaughn, M.G., Holzer, K.*, Carbone, J.T.*, & Salas-Wright, C.P. (2019). Anthropod bites 

and stings treated in emergency departments: Recent trends and correlates. Wilderness & 

Environmental Medicine, 30(4), 394-400. doi: 10.1016/j.wem.2019.05.010  
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104. Salas-Wright, C.P., & Schwartz, S.J. (2019). The study and prevention of alcohol and other 

drug misuse among migrants: Toward a transnational theory of cultural stress. International 

Journal of Mental Health and Addiction, 17(2), 346-369. doi: 10.1007/s11469-018-0023-5 

 

105. Scaramutti, C.*, Salas-Wright, C.P., Vos, S.*, & Schwartz, S.J. (2019). The mental health 

impact of Hurricane Maria on Puerto Ricans in Puerto Rico and Florida. Disaster Medicine 

and Public Health Preparedness, 13(1), 24-27. doi: 10.1017.dmp.2018.151 

 

106. AbiNader, M.*, Salas-Wright, C.P., Vaughn, M.G., Oh, S.*, & Jackson, D.B. (2019) Trends 
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   SW 388 – Quantitative Research Methods (PhD) 

   Spring 2016; Instructor Rating 5.0 out of 5.0 

 

   SW 381: Human Behavior in the Social Environment (MSW) 

   Fall 2014 (2 Sections); Instructor Rating: 4.7 and 4.7 out of 5.0 

   Fall 2013; (2 Sections); Instructor Rating: 4.9 and 5.0 out of 5.0 

 

SW 327 – Human Behavior in the Social Environment (BSW) 

   Spring 2016; Instructor Rating: 4.9 out of 5.0 

   Summer 2015; Instructor Rating: 5.0 out of 5.0    

 

2012   Boston College Graduate School of Social Work 

   SW 721 – Human Behavior in the Social Environment (MSW) 

Fall, 2012; Instructor Rating: 5.0 out of 5.0 

 

TEACHING ASSISTANT 

 

2011-2012  Boston College School of Social Work 

   SW 961; Introduction to Structural Equation Modeling (PhD) 

   Summer, 2012; TA Rating: 4.8 out of 5.0 

   SW 967; Statistical Analysis for Social and Behavioral Research (PhD) 

   Spring, 2012; TA Rating: 4.8 out of 5.0  

 

   SW 954; Intervention Research (PhD) 

   Fall, 2011; TA Rating: n/a 

 

   SW 721; Human Behavior in the Social Environment (MSW) 

   Fall, 2011; TA Rating: n/a 

 

2004-2006  Santa Clara University 

   INTL 139; Praxis Seminar (Undergraduate) 

   Spring, 2006; TA Rating: n/a 

 

Fall, 
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2016-2018  Arlette Vila | UT Austin, School of Social Work 

2016-2018  Sharon Lee | UT Austin, School of Social Work 

2015-2016   Karla Gonzalez | UT Austin, School of Social Work 

2015-2016  Elaine Eisenbaum | UT Austin, School of Social Work  

2015-2016  Erika King | UT Austin, School of Social Work  

2013-2015  Eden Robles | UT Austin, School of Social Work  

2013-2014  Denis Martinez | UT Austin, College of Liberal Arts  

 

DOCTORAL AREA STATEMENT COMMITTEES 

 

2023-2024  Bruna Lopez Cardoso | Boston College, School of Social Work 

2022-2023  Barbara Mendez Campos | Boston College, School of Social Work 

2021-2022  James C. Hodges | Boston College, School of Social Work (Chair) 

 

MASTERS THESIS COMMITTEES 

 

2020-2021  Ivonne Calderón | University of Miami, Miller School of Medicine 

 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS COMMITT
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Aging and Mental Health, 2013 

American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 2014 

Annals of Epidemiology, 2017 

British Journal of Psychiatry, 2015 

BMC Public Health, 2014 

Child Abuse & Neglect, 2012, 2014 

Child and Family Social Work, 2015 

Children and Youth Services Review, 2014, 2017    

Clinical Child and Family Psychology Review, 2015 

Clinical Gerontologist, 2013 

Comprehensive Psychiatry, 2017 

Criminal Justice and Behavior, 2013-2014 

Criminal Justice Review, 2014 

Criminology, 2014-2016 

Emerging Adulthood, 2013-2014 

European Journal of Criminology, 2016 

International Psychogeriatrics, 2017 

Journal of Adolescence, 2011-2014 

Journal of Criminal Justice, 2013-2014 

Journal of Child & Adolescent Substance Abuse, 2016 

Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health, 2016 

Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies, 2016 

Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 2015, 2017 

Journal of Marriage and Family, 2015-2016 

Journal of Peace Research, 2014 

Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 2015 

Journal of Research on Adolescence, 2017 

Journal of School Violence, 2017 

Journal of Social Work Practice in the Addictions, 2016 

Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, 2015 

Journal of Youth and Adolescence, 2015 

Justice Quarterly, 2013 

Pediatrics, 2013, 2016 

Psychiatric Services, 2014 

Psychology of Addictive Behaviors, 2015 

Religions, 2013 

Research on Social Work Practice, 2011-2014 

Social Science Quarterly, 2012 

Substance Abuse Treatment, Prevention, and Policy, 2014 

Substance Abuse, 2014 

The American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse, 2013, 2016-2017 

The Lancet Psychiatry, 2016
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Arizona State University 

Boston University 

City University of New York 

Michigan State University 

The University of Texas at Austin 

University of Southern California 

University of Tennesee 

 

DOCTORAL PROGRAM REVIEWER 

 

   Saint Louis University, 2021 

 

EXTERNAL GRANT REVIEWER 

 

   Columbia University 

   Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

Texas Research Society on Alcoholism  

   University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

2016-present  Society for Social Work and Research  

 

2025 Member, Community-Research Partnership Award Committee 

2024 Member, Task Force for Community Partnership Award 

2020-2024 Chair, SSWR Book Award Committee 

2019 Member, SSWR Book Award Committee 

2019-present Abstract Reviewer, SSWR Annual Conference 

2019-2020 Mentor, “Coffee with a Scholar” Program 

2016-present Member, SSWR Doctoral Fellows Award Committee 

 

2014-2016 National Hispanic Science Network 

 

2015-2016  Conference Planning Committee, National Hispanic Science Network 
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   Chair, Dorothy Book Research Paper Award Committee (2021-present) 

Chair, Doctoral Committee (2020-present) 

Member, Tenure and Promotion Committee (2020-2022, 2023-present) 

   Co-
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2021-2022 Member, Comisión Comunidad Hispana, St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish, Chestnut 

Hill, MA 

2021-2022 Member, Liturgy Commission, St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish, Chestnut Hill, MA 

2020-2021 Member, Faith Formation Commission, St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish, Chestnut 

Hill, MA 

2019-2020  Volunteer, Raíces Venezolanas, Doral, FL 

2008-2009   MSW Intern, VA Medical Center: Addictions Treatment Center, Seattle, WA 

2007-2009   MSW Intern, YouthCare: Casa de los Amigos, Seattle, WA  

2006-2007   Staff Leader, Arrupe International Programs, Chestnut Hill, MA 

2006-2007   Graduate Assistant, Volunteer and Service Learning Center, Chestnut Hill, MA 

2005-2006   Coordinator of Special Programs, Casa de la Solidaridad, San Salvador, El 

Salvador 

2005    Volunteer, Divine Providence Cancer Hospital, San Salvador, El Salvador 

2003-2004   Community Facilitator, Casa de la Solidaridad, San Salvador, El Salvador 

2002-2004   Volunteer, La Esperanza Recovery Center, San Salvador, El Salvador 

2002    Volunteer, Catholic Worker, Akron, OH 

2002    Volunteer, Community Homeless Alliance Ministry, San Jose, CA 

 

LANGUAGES 

 

English:  Native Language 

Spanish:  Functionally Native Proficiency 

Portuguese:  Professional Working Proficiency 

Italian:   Elementary Proficiency 

 

PROFESIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

 

2016-present  National Association of Social Workers 

2013-present  National Hispanic Science Network on Drug Abuse   

2009-present  Society for Social Work and Research  

2011-2014  Society for Research on Adolescence 

2012-2013  Society for the Scientific Study of Religion  

2009-2013  Council on Social Work Education 


