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What is AI, and what does it have to do with research?
The increased access to generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools such as ChatGPT has led to
many questions about their place in academia, specifically with regard to academic research.
The Office of the Vice Provost for Research has collected various resources and information to
provide support and guidance to faculty and staff engaged in research and academic activities
who wish to experiment with generative AI tools. Members of the Boston College community
who choose to use these publicly available generative AI tools should understand the potential
risks and limitations associated with them.

Generative artificial intelligence (AI) describes algorithms (such as ChatGPT) that can be used
to create new content, including audio, code, images, text, simulations, and videos (McKinsey &
Company, 2023). Scientists have been using these models to help summarize and write
research papers, brainstorm ideas, and write code. Others have been testing out generative AI
to help produce new protein structures, improve weather forecasts and suggest medical
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https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/mckinsey-explainers/what-is-generative-ai
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/mckinsey-explainers/what-is-generative-ai
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-02980-0#:~:text=Scientists%20have%20been%20using%20these,diagnoses%2C%20among%20many%20other%20ideas.
/datasecuritypolicy
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-amazon-com-jobs-automation-insight/amazon-scraps-secret-ai-recruiting-tool-that-showed-bias-against-women-idUSKCN1MK08G
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2023.07.13.23292577v2
https://www.jmir.org/2023/1/e46924/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/27/business/media/new-york-times-open-ai-microsoft-lawsuit.html


https://publicationethics.org/cope-position-statements/ai-author
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
https://www.nature.com/nature-portfolio/editorial-policies/ai
http://www.bc.edu/gettech
https://gdpr-info.eu/
https://www.theverge.com/2022/2/16/22937766/go-read-this-otter-ai-transcription-data-privacy-report


guarantee confidentiality. The risk section of the consent form should be robust, and also make
it clear that there are many risks we still don’t know about when using generative AI.

Can I use AI when writing or reviewing grants?
A June 2023 notice from NIH specifically prohibits the use of generative AI tools in grant
reviews. Specifically, “Materials pertaining to an application or proposal, and any other
associated privileged information, cannot be disclosed, transmitted, or discussed with another
individual through any means, except as authorized by the Designated Federal Officer (DFO) in
charge of the review meeting, or other des晦y th

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-23-149.html
https://new.nsf.gov/news/notice-to-the-research-community-on-ai
mailto:vpr@bc.edu
/content/dam/bc1/offices/its/pdf/ITS%20Overview%20Statement%20-%20Generative%20AI%20Tool%20Usage%20-%20August%202023.pdf
https://libguides.bc.edu/generative-AI
https://cteresources.bc.edu/documentation/artificial-intelligence-in-teaching-and-learning/
https://cteresources.bc.edu/documentation/artificial-intelligence-in-teaching-and-learning/

