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—not least important—as a model for human imitation. 
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April 8 (Murray Room, Yawkey Center) 
 

9:00-10:15 am 

First Morning Session 

Reuven Firestone (Hebrew Union College) 

“Savagery and the Sacred: 

The Rhetoric of Terror and Its Consequences in the Scriptural Monotheisms” 

 

Firestone, as Regenstein Professor in Medieval Judaism and Islam, Hebrew Union 

College and Jewish Institute of Religion, continues here the triplicate theme struck 

on the previous day: Jewish, Christian, and Muslim. In his remarks, the emphasis 

falls squarely on the “punitive” side of the title antinomy but with the nuance and 

informed detail typical of his work. Given that the conference announcement 

specifically references the understood will of God as repeatedly a trigger for 

religious warfare, it matters that Firestone’s paper has as deep background his work 

as the author both of Jihad: The Origin of Holy War in Islam and of Holy War in 

Judaism. 

 

Respondent: Katherine McAuliffe (Boston College) 

 

McAuliffe is the co-recipient of a major Templeton Foundation research grant 

entitled “Building Virtue: Environmental and Social Inf�爀慮琀 
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3:00-4:15 pm 

Second Afternoon Session 

M. Cathleen Kaveny (Boston College) 

“Prophecy Without Contempt and the Current American Moment” 

 

Kaveny, professor of theology and law at Boston College, is the author of a major 

new work, Prophecy Without Contempt (Harvard University Press, 2018), a work 

that may become particularly timely if by early April Robert Mueller has delivered 

his long awaited report about Russian interference in the 2016 American 

presidential election. The thesis of her book is, broadly, that public discourse must 

have a place for righteous and passionate indignation in the spirit of the classical 

Israelite prophets, but that to condemn must never be to contemn and never is when 

the condemnation comes from God. The book is thus simultaneously about 

righteous anger and about its restraint. 

 

Respondent: Yehudah Mirsky (Brandeis University) 

 

As the author of Rav Kook: Mystic 29(r)7(i)29(r)TJ: 
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